
Flight Briefing
Sandia Resort & Casino, 07.10.2023, 10am



Roll call
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Kirtland Air Force Base



Airspace
Los Alomos

• R5101 = Continuous, Surface 
through 12,000 feet

• Maintain Minimum Altitude of 
12,000 feet MSL



Airspace
White Sands

• R-5107C = 9,000 MSL to Unlimited, M-F and by 
NOTAM issued at least 12 hours in advance

• R-5107H = Surface to 9,000 MSL, by  NOTAM 
issued at least 12 hours in advance

• R-5107J = Surface to 9,000 MSL, M-F, other times 
by NOTAM

• R-5111A&B/C&D = Surface to Unlimited, by 
NOTAM issued at least 12 hours in advance

• Check Current Status

• R-5107A&B = Continuous and Unlimited
• R-5107D = Continuous and Surface to 22,000 feet 

MSL

• Look for Road: US380, San Antonio to Carrizozo



Airspace
White Sands

White Sands R5107
Black top road just north 

of Boundary C to B 



Airspace
Washington DC

• 60 mile radius from DCA VOR 
• Mode C Transponder / ADS-B Out Required
• Training required (revised 15 January 

2020): 
https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/Cour
seLanding.aspx?cID=405

• Flight Plan Required
• Inner ring is “No Fly Zone” & Out of bounds
• Note from FAA Safety Team: It is strongly 

recommended that all pilots flying under 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) within 100 nm of 
the DCA VOR/DME complete special 
awareness training for the Washington DC 
Metropolitan Area

Out of bounds



Launch procedure

• Balloons must be pre-balanced by each 
team on their own

• The balloons will be transported by 
assigned officials to the lower podium

• Kiss & Goodbye before the lower podium. 
All pilots in the basket.

• Pre-flight check by John Petrehn at the 
lower podium

• Move to the podium immediately after 
previous balloon launched

• Max 4 people of crew on podium

• Expect launch interval 3-5 min

• Launch master Sam Parks

• No sand over Balloon Fiesta Park if possible



Others

• We are not filing any flight plan for you

• Please dump inflation sand into the provided 
large bags after take-off

• Chase crew please wait until after the 
fireworks before driving off the field

• We will have some special gifts for 
outstanding social media posts and 
contributions to the GB TV.



Launch window starts 5pm MDT



Have a wonderful and safe flight!

Enjoy it!


